Practitioner. Pioneer, President

A self procimimed pioneer, Lois Mabon brought 35 years of expenence fa frer role on ihe Tronsitianal Counal for the Cotlege
of Early Chilahood Foucotars. After bipzing that trod she’s tockling anather one: Preswent of the fist Collge Counci

BY JLLLA LPMAN

IF yans cho't alraachy know Lo Mahon, she's tha kind of person
youi'd wart to have dirmer with, 4z the Executive Director of
Child Care Rasoiaces in Sudbury she has exlergivg eeganaron
i tha fiald, but she's alss the first President of the Councl of
tha College of Earty Chibdhood Educators.

bzhon sat te the Tearaitional Covincl that wooked to establish
the Colege price to baing elected President of its Courdil
garliar this yeae. “Itwas for e s B draam that I'd been
working or grcs 1972 £0 | was veny excled 10 00 that,”
Mahan says about legslatve recognibon and the opparturay.

"Mt gnby was | able to contribubs wdth oy coparancs, but it
was also 2 fascnating trve when wa collacted around table as
nire peaple whes had inthair cwn rght Been adwscates ina
ik r of ways, rat oll far ghild car, but mamy of us camie b
the table gxpecting somathing and realized & regulatory bady
that coms fram 2 piece of leggslation & certainly rot the warkd
we'd beer working in arcurd adwocacy,” she remermbes

* It was ancthes way, & different way, 1o move cur praofession
forward, | enjoped it and decided early o ta ree for council,
which | did ared Devas sucsssstul 1 censidar myzel to b= 2
pianeer of sots. Most of iy Be I"ve been startng things ared
I'm maally armrgized far thas.”

Fakbices right about ber tencency tosard gacrsening wark.

Her zsseer began when she araduated fram Nisgacs Collage’s
EECE program n 1972 anc retuimed hioms 1o Sudbuy o work as

a child and youth worker, “Thare wies no day care certres, there
wine cndy ane,” she says, “Thatwes in the day of funding ard
racny, and aur ciy bt @ brand rers municipal day core so | et
to wark there as an ECE and thon assistant supenizot” she secalls,

Tha rest chunk of her caneer was varied, weh Mahon helping w0
shavalop: the ECE program at Camieian Colage, taking time off
o start her famaly; et time in chld cans and then rehaen o
Carnbrss ke B N ae lak: schemol and licensad dhild care cemira

She also taok a brask fram earky childnood educetion fee & shart
tir ard wiorkad weth adules with dewslopmestal deabilites, but
itwasn’t long befoee she was back in BECE, this ime to asist in
the developmaert of & Tay Librany

Churing the eorky W Mahon reburmad again to Cambrian
Collage, and worked on secondment for the Minigtry of Children
and Youth Sences. “H was the Bob Rae ara ard thare was lats
of rrpevay foar dhavebo prrant of child care. We were Burgirag ot
for-profit canires and fipping them to nen-pealit,” she says,
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“| was keading that cay canme comversion project while doing a
comeumly process about chibdren with special needs and how
thiey could be best mcluded in mgular child care prograoms”

Within fwo years an agency solled Child Care Resawrces cams
irta being ard Mahan ok on the mle of Executive Dirsctor.
"t supporied spedal needs rescurces arad all of these brand
niew childf care programe that wene ustimplementediin Bl
trairing, Grou purchasing, grous benefits, rateadds for
superdsars and cooks, The Ministry alio puf the Toy Librasy
I presdounly warkad omowith us.”

Funded cirectly by the province, Chikd Care Resources proveied
resoiaees b Sudbory and Mansaalin In bar weork these BMahan
came irdo contact sk pasey childran with autism whoe families
ARG LN tha sarvices prosiced.

“Part of the agency startad growing ssourd peilicular BUpRoo
fewr kicks with autsm, and it branchad oul and bacame 2 regional
sutism program,” g explains. “In the meantins, | had gone
bsack to Cambzrian College a faw times on & pet-time basis 1o
teach chid care rras pgeenant and Fiad done somie work with
Geargen Colage daing health and rutrition, particulardy 1o a
mumbar of First Mations lolks,”

Braaking ground yet agein, Mahas kslped to establish the
Wiazzmabin Compues of Cambean College on Wiksemitsig
First Mation and developed part of the ECE program and
lab schiood thera,

With years of expesience in o variaty of roles, Mahon had baen
to many parts of the proveace thiagh her work an the Board

of Decton for the Canodian Assodation of Toy L,

Ghea'd also built up her governance exg=arianos through
waluribass wirk with the AECED, and her work ona child ard
{amily sevices rewies board in the ey 153805 whee she gaired
auperience conductivg hearings, *'d had the opparbanity to
e part of a quesssl judicial board, and that alse g ma
goad background for the Trassitional Council,® she notas

Iy narne was pat foreaed, cuite frankly | don't even kngey

bry webaam, thiugh | busd Baan on secondment with the Mnistry
[af Chileken and Youth Semvices! bedore 5o | was kndwe 10 some
pecple. |was wery socited e be part of the Triansional Council,
| alvengs had a kaan senss of teingirg 2 northern woice ™,

jokas Bahom, who apaly paints out that "the werld doesnt

and at Earia®

bAore noar and dear to Maban than ber relewant axperience,
Broresensr, wiae hise awen desing for more recagrition for ECEs.
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